West London Ale Ramble

Saturday 15t Feb 2025

While the Central Southern Region is no more, it hasn’t
changed the fact that for Branches in the Home Counties,
London is natural transport hub. This ramble carries on

the annual tradition of a London based inter Branch get
together.

| must give credit to both the CAMRA London Pub Walks ,
the inspiration to explore the Pimlico / Belgravia area, and
WhatPub whose Pub descriptions by CAMRA members
were invaluable and the Pub descriptions included are
simply excerpts from those descriptions.

If you visit every pub then over the afternoon you will have

walked 2.7 miles possibly more depending on where you
choose to start or finish.

The day kicks off at Cask Pub & Kitchen, they are
expecting us from opening time (12:00) onwards.

The nearest bus service from Paddington is No 36. Pimlico
is the nearest tube station.

They offer a simple ‘burger’ based menu and all the recce
party agreed that they were excellent. | suggest if you plan
to eat then reserve a table (via the website), so you have
somewhere to sit.

You could enjoy a late breakfast at the voucher friendly
establishment at Victoria Station before catching a bus / or
steady walk to the start.

The majority of the Pubs today are small Mews pubs, so

depart at a time of your choosing to avoid queuing and
extended vertical drinking.

The Orange Pub is included as a possible rest stop, about a
15 min walk. Opposite the small Saturday Market offers a
variety of comestibles for your edification and enjoyment.

From then on pubs are close together, five mins walk or

S0 between. If one is busy then loop back around later if
you wish.

The 36 bus back to Paddington can be caught from bus
stop outside the gated Hyde Park entrance

https://maps.app.goo.gl/KpcHkSKttYcjaxG97
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West London Ale Ramble

Saturday 15t Feb 2025

1. Cask Pub & Kitchen

6 Charlwood Street, Lillington and Longmoore Gardens,
London SW1V 2EE

Up to 10 cask Ales and similar number of kegs

WhatPub excerpt:

Formerly a Lillington Gardens estate pub Grade |l listed, this
corner house has been transformed by the current operators
into a destination beer pub. Office workers, locals and
tourists from nearby hotels enjoy guest ales on 10
handpumps. There are also about 20 keg beers, including
unusual German, Belgian and American craft beers, and a
claimed 300+ bottled beers from the UK and around the
world. Note that although there are ten handpumps for cask
ale, at quieter times not all may be in use.

2.The Orange Pub & Boutique Hotel

37 Pimlico Road, London SW1W 8NE

If you want to try an Allsopp’s beer then worth popping in
but otherwise crack on.

Market opposite offers chance of food.

WhatPub excerpt:

May be on the site of the Orange Coffee House which
existed in the 18th century, which ceased trading as a coffee
house long before it was rebuilt in 1845/6. Now a gastropub
in an early Victorian building which became the Orange
Brewery in 1982, sadly no longer.

3. The Fox & Hounds

29 Passmore Street, London SW1W 8HR
St Austell Proper Job

Timothy Taylor Golden Ale

Young’s London Original

WhatPub excerpt:

Pubs like this developed in residential areas after the Beer
Act 1830 allowed any ratepayer to set up a pub in their
home on payment of a small fee. This one is a small pub
dating from the 1860s. The pub used to be the only
remaining beer house (beer & wine only) in London, if not the
country, with a licence dating from 1869, but that changed
in 1998 when whisky etc. started to be sold. The 1869 beer
licence was granted because the estate landlord, the future
Duke of Westminster, was a temperance campaigner
opposed to spirits.

May Show the England .v. Ireland game and be busy.

4. The Antelope
22 Eaton Terrace, London SW1W 8EZ
Four beers from the Fuller's Range

WhatPub excerpt

The name derives from the coat of arms of Henry V but this
pub is not that old! The attractive, unspoilt pub was built in
1827 for the servants of the local gentry, with etched glass
windows, a fine island bar and separate wood panelled
rooms upstairs and downstairs.

5. Duke of Wellington

63 Eaton Terrace, London SW1W 8TR

Shephard Neame Pub

Bishops Finger was on with 4 others from their range

WhatPub excerpt:

A popular, cosy, well furnished corner tavern built in 1826
(apparently originally as a reading room); once a Whitbread
pub it was bought by Shepherd Neame in the early part of
this century. There is a single U-shaped room with a central
bar, and largely banquette seating but with a few stools also.
Many of the pictures and prints on the walls relate to the
Duke of Wellington, including a framed Wellesley family tree

6. The Star Tavern

6 Belgrave Mews W, London SW1X 8HT

Mainly beers by Fuller’s but you may be lucky to find others.
A GBG Stalwart

WhatPub excerpt:

A Belgravia-mews Grade Il listed pub dating from 1848 and
last refurbished in 2008 in shabby-chic style, the Star is a
traditional pub that has kept its cosy wood panelling and a
real fire. Another fine feature is the Thomas Crapper wash
basins.

7.The Nags Head

53 Kinnerton St, London SW1X 8ED
Four beers from the Adnams range.
Old Ale was on the bar. £££s

WhatPub excerpt:

An early Victorian beer house, this little unspoilt two bar pub
has been a free house since 1991, and is run by former
guardsman and actor Kevin Moran. Most patrons would
agree that he could be described as one of the more
characterful pub landlords in London. And characterful have
been some of the regulars, who have included actors
Richard Harris and Tom Baker.

The upper, front bar claims the lowest counter in London.
Mounted on the counter is a marvellous pewter beer engine
with pink ceramic Chelsea Pottery handpulls, with up to
three used to serve Adnams cask beers. The walls are
crammed with fascinating pictures, and a collection of
memorabilia includes a ‘What the butler saw’ machine and
two early fruit machines.

8.The Grenadier

18 Wilton Row, London SW1X 7NR

A variety of beers, most brown bitters led by Fuller’'s Pride
Included, not least, for the approach (assuming you follow
the map)

WhatPub excerpt:

Hidden away in an exclusive cul-de-sac behind Belgrave
Square, this small mews pub was built in 1843 and called
the New Grenadier until 1885. Even though the pub is small,
the two doors suggest two different class-segmented
drinking areas at one time. The two rear rooms are usually
reserved for diners. A notice outside states that the licensee
is only allowed to serve customers who arrive by taxi or

on foot.

There were, in fact, three taverns called the Grenadier in
Belgravia at one time or other in the 19th century. This pub
was the starting point for the 1955-56 Oxford & Cambridge
Far Eastern Expedition

9. Horse & Groom
7 Groom PI, London SW1X 7BA
Shepherd Neame Beers (3)

WhatPub excerpt:

A hidden gem, this traditional, intimate (if not tiny) and well-
maintained wood-panelled pub with etched glass windows
is tucked away in the corner of a quiet cobbled mews where
the outside courtyard is busy in summer




