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PUB INFORMATION

Adventurer @

8 Hollybush Row OX1 1JH

@ 01865791454

‘% adventurer.pub

Open: 1630-2400 Tue-Thu; 1630-
0100 Fri-Sat; 1630-2230 Sun

Beer: 1 guest beer

Small, comfortable, modern two-

roomed bar; the closest to the railway

station. Serves one real ale, which

changes regularly. The whole pub

feels relaxing; it has a pleasant patio

garden to the rear.

Bea_r Inn | @

6 Alfred Street OX1 4EH
@ 01865 728164
‘% bearoxford.co.uk
Open: 1100-2300 Mon-Thu; 1100-
2400 Fri-Sat; 1130-2230 Sun
Food: 1200-2100 daily
Beer: Fuller’s London Pride, ESB,
Honeydew, HSB; Shotover
Scholar; Fuller’s seasonal
beers; 1 guest beer
Claims to be the oldest pub in
Oxford, with a date of 1242, but it
actually dates from 1606, and in
around 1800 took the name of a
nearby Inn that did date back to the
13th century. Tucked away just off
the High Street, The Bear is
renowned for its collection of ties but
is also unusual for having a pewter-
topped bar. The inside of the pub is
very compact - the main, low-
ceilinged bar has two small rooms
adjoining; the ladies toilets are up a
narrow winding stairway. There is a
large pavement seating area off Blue
Boar Street.

Bell & Compass @

12 New Road OX1 1LT

@ 01865 250099

‘8 bellandcompasspuboxford.co.uk

Open: 0800-2400 Mon-Thu; 0800-
0300 Fri; 1000-0300 Sat;
1100-2400 Sun

Food: 1200-2200 daily

Beer: Wychwood Hobgoblin

Modern bar focusing on food and

cocktails, but serves one real ale,

usually Wychwood Hobgoblin.

Chequers @

130a High Street OX1 4DH

@ 01865 727463

“% nicholsonpubs.co.uk

Open: 1100-2330 Mon-Sat; 1100-
2230 Sun

Food: 1100-2100 daily

Beer: Brakspear Bitter, Oxford
Gold; St Austell
Nicholson’s Pale Ale; up to
7 guest beers

Down a narrow medieval

passageway off the High Street, the

Chequers is a fine old pub, much of

which dates back to 1500 when it

was rebuilt from a house as a tavern.

Note the fine carvings and the ceiling

in the lower bar. Now in the hands of

Nicholson’s, the pub has built a

reputation for a fine selection of real

ales as well as for its food. Tasting

notes are provided for all the real

ales. All of Oxford’s College crests

are displayed on the ceiling. A new

upstairs bar has increased the

number of beers further.

Crown @

59a Cornmarket Street OX1 3HB
@ 01865 256047
“% nicholsonspubs.co.uk
Open: 1000-2400 daily
Food: 1000-2200 daily
Beer: Brakspear Bitter, Oxford
Gold; 5 guest beers
A pub has stood here since 1364,
and it was acquired by the Crown in
1600, when the pub gained its
current name. William Shakespeare
is reputed to have stayed here on
several occasions when he visited
Oxford. The present pub, however, is
not all that it seems: this was the
stable block, the pub Shakespeare
would have known was the other side
of the yard where McDonalds now
stands. The Crown, a former
Morrell’s pub, was the first
Nicholson’s pub in Oxford and like
the others, offers a good range of
real ales, with tasting notes provided,
and food is served all day. Access to
the pub is off the pedestrianised
Cornmarket Street next to
McDonalds.

Eagle & Child (e)

49 St Giles OX1 3LU
@ 01865 302925
“B nicholsonspubs.co.uk
Open: 1100-2300 Mon-Wed; 1100-
23.30 Thu; 1100-00.30 Fri;
1000-00.30 Sat; 1000-
2300 Sun
Food: 1100-2200 Mon-Fri; 1000-
2200 Sat-Sun
Beer: Brakspear Bitter; St
Austell Nicholson’s Pale
Ale; 2 guest beers
Oxford’s most famous literary pub
(see left) is the Bird and Baby, owned
by St John’s College but leased to
Nicholson’s, and often full of tourists
who come here to sit where Tolkien
drank. The Nicholson’s management
means that there is a good choice of
real ales, all with tasting notes
displayed, just like sister pubs the
Chequers and the Crown. The Eagle
& Child has two small front snugs,
very much as they would have been
hundreds of years ago, and the small
bar leads to the famous Rabbit
Room, which now sadly is something
of a corridor as the pub has been
extended past it with a narrow room
and a conservatory.

Four Candles @

47-51 George Street OX1 2BE

@ 01865263110

“B jdwetherspoon.co.uk

Open: 0800-2400 Mon-Wed, 0800-
0100 Thu-Sat; 0800-2400
Sun

Food: 0800-2200 daily

Beer: Adnams Broadside;
Fuller’s London Pride;
Sharp’s Doom Bar; 6
guest beers

Central Oxford’s first Wetherspoon

pub was opened in 2008 in the

former Yates’ Wine Lodge. Split over

two levels, the pub has standard

décor but has more of a pub feel to it

than some of the chain’s other

outlets, though the George Street

location means door staff patrol

during the evenings. The beer and

food is cheap for the city centre, and

there are two banks of hand pumps

dispensing a good choice of real ale

and cider.

Grapes

7 George Street OX1 2AT
@ 01865 793380
Open: 1100-2330 Mon-Thu; 1100-
0030 Fri-Sat; 1100-2330 Sun
Food: 1200-2130 daily
Beer: Bath Ales Barnsey, Gem,
Golden Hare; 3 guest
beers
The only proper pub left on George
Street, the Grapes has been
rejuvenated under the ownership of
Bath Ales. Built in 1820 and rebuilt in
1879, this is a rare Victorian pub in
the city centre and the traditional
exterior stands out from the
surrounding chain bars and
restaurants. There is one narrow,
panelled room with the bar on one
side and seating on the other with
glazed timber screens. There is
some original tiling in the entrance.

Head of the River @

Folly Bridge OX1 4LB

@ 01865 721620

“B fullers.co.uk

Open: 1100-2300 Mon-Sat; 1100-
22.30 Sun

Food: 1200-1500, 1700-2100 Mon-
Fri; 1200-2100 Sat-Sun

Beer: Fuller’s London Pride,
ESB; Gale’s HSB,
Seafarers Ale; 1 Fuller’s
seasonal beer

Large pub converted from a

warehouse on the banks of the

Thames; it now has 12 letting

bedrooms. There is a large garden

next to the river, which retains its

crane from its days as a wharf, and

Folly Bridge is adjacent. Punts and

boats can be hired here and the

Salter’s pleasure boats, with their

daily service to Abingdon, leave from

the pier opposite. Internally the pub is

relatively small, arranged over two

levels.

Jam Factory

27 Park End Street OX1 1HU

@ 01865 244643

“B thejamfactoryoxford.com

Open: 0900-2300 Mon-Sat; 0900-
2230 Sun

Food: 0900-1500, 1700-2200 Mon-
Sat; 1200-2100 Sun

Beer: Vale Wychert; 1 guest

beer
This deceptively large bar and
restaurant is part of an arts complex
located behind the former Frank
Cooper’s Marmalade factory. There
are several separate rooms, all with a
modern, bright feel. The single bar
serves one Vale real ale and a guest
beer.

Jolly Farmers @

20 Paradise Street OX1 1LD

@ 01865 249966

Open: 1200-2400 Sun-Thu; 1200-
0200 Fri-Sat

Food: 1200-1400 daily

Beer: 1 guest beer

A gay venue, the Jolly Farmers is an

ancient building, which retains two

small, low-beamed rooms. There is a

raised area to the rear that leads to a

terrace and small garden. One real

ale is served.

King’s Arms @

40 Holywell Street OX1 3SP

@& 01865 242369

“B youngs.co.uk

Open: 1080-2400 Mon-Sat; 1200-
2400 Sun

Food: 1100-2130 Mon-Sat; 1200-
2130 Sun

Beer: Young’s Bitter, Special, St
Austell Tribute; 2 guest
beers or seasonal beers

Something of an Oxford institution,

the KA has been here since 1605. It's

owned by Wadham College, whose

students live on the upper floors.

There are six rooms, including a

dining room at the front; the pub is

usually very busy, but the quieter and

most atmospheric areas are the

panelled back bar and the “office”,

with its real fire and leather sofas,

behind. The only outside seating is a

number of picnic tables on the

pavement at the front.

Lamb & Flag (13

12 St Giles OX1 3JS
@ 01865515787
Open: 1200-2300 Mon-Sat; 1200-
2230 Sun
Food: 1200-1500 daily
Beer: Palmer’s Best, Lamb &
Flag Gold; Skinner’s Betty
Stoggs; Theakston Old
Peculier; 3 guest beers
After leasing the pub to S&N for
many years, St John’s College took
back this pub in 1999 and, after
initially threatening to close the pub,
they began operating it as a free
house. The upstairs rooms were
converted into student
accommodation, and some of the
profits from the pub are used to
provide bursaries. The pub is in three
parts: the oldest at the rear is
medieval; the middle section is
around 400 years old, and the front
part is Georgian. The Lamb and Flag
Gold is brewed by Palmer’s of
Bridport for the pub, and the
Skinner’s beer is a rarity for Oxford.
A rare outlet too for Old Peculier.

Lighthouse

1 Park End Street OX1 1HH

@ 01865 204060

Open: 1200-2300 Sun-Thu; 1100-
2400 Fri-Sat

Food: 1200-1500, 1800-2100 Mon-
Thu; 1100-1500, 1800-2100
Fri; 1100-1700 Sat; 1100-
1500 Sun

Beer: Brakspear Oxford Gold;
Wychwood Hobgoblin; 2
guest beers

After a number of years as The

Duke’s Cut, this pub reopened in

2014 as the Lighthouse. There are

two rooms, and a small terrace

overlooking the adjacent stream.

Mitre @

High Street OX1 4AQ

@ 01865 244563

‘8 beefeatergrill.co.uk

Open: 1000-2300 Sun-Thu; 1000-
2400 Fri-Sat

Food: 1130-2200 Sun-Fri; 1130-
2230 Sat

Beer: Hook Norton Old Hooky;
2 guest beers

This building has been owned by

Lincoln College since its foundation

by the Bishop of Lincoln in the 15th

century, though parts of the structure

are much earlier, including the 13th

century vaults which go under the

street. One of Oxford’s oldest pubs,

the Mitre served as a coaching inn

for many years and is now a

Beefeater restaurant.

For more information on pubs visit www.whatpub.com

O'Neill's

37 George Street OX1 2AY

@ 01865 250708

“ oneills.co.uk/oneillsoxford

Open: 1100-2400 daily

Food: 1100-2200 daily

Beer: Sharp’s Doom Bar; 1
guest beer

This corner pub has become more of

a dining venue, and is now correctly

known as O’Neill’s Irish Pub and

Kitchen. The real ale was introduced

shortly before the refurbishment, and

the one beer is supplemented by

another national beer.

Old Tom @

101 St Aldates OX1 1BT

@ 01865 243034

‘8 theoldtompub.co.uk

Open: 1200-2300 Mon-Tue; 1200-
2330 Wed; 1200-2300 Thu-
Sat; 1200-2230 Sun

Food: 1200-1500, 1700-2200 Mon-
Fri; 1200-2200 Sat-Sun

Beer: Greene King Abbot, Old
Speckled Hen; 1 guest
beer

A former Morrells pub that dates

back to 1769 and is now in the hands

of a Thai landlord who is making it

more of a dining pub. The front bar

area remains a predominantly

drinking area however. The later

opening on Wednesdays is to

accommodate a group who meet

over the road at the Town Hall. Seek

out the secluded garden at the rear.

Oxford Retreat

1-2 Hythe Bridge Street OX1 2EW

@ 01865 250309

“ theoxfordretreat.com

Open: 1600-2400 Mon-Thu; 1200-
0200 Fri; 1200-0300 Sat;
1200-2200 Sun

Food: 1600-2200 Mon-Thu; 1200-
2200 Fri-Sat; 1200-1800 Sun

Beer: Brakspear Oxford Gold

Comfortably furnished L-shaped bar,

with a secluded outside decked area

called the tiki terrace; pizzas are

served here all day at weekends. The

late nights on Friday and Saturday

are aimed at those who wish for a

pub atmosphere rather than a club.

Only one real ale is sold; the

handpump is not immediately visible

so ask what beer is available.

Red Lion

Red Lion Square OX1 2BN
@ 01865 726255
“ redlionoxford.co.uk
Open: 0900-2300 Mon-Thu; 0900-
2330 Fri-Sat; 0900-2230 Sun
Food: Breakfast from 0900;
1200-2200 Mon-Thu; 1200-
2230 Fri-Sat; 1200-2100 Sun
Beer: Brakspear Oxford
Gold; Sharp’s Doom Bar;
1 guest beer
Refurbished and smartened up in
2011, the Red Lion is now very food-
orientated and has two private dining
rooms upstairs. A relaxed
atmosphere prevails now; the pub
has interesting artworks and
artefacts, including vegetable
anagrams by local artist Tim
Steward. Some of the seats have
sheepskin or cow skin upholstery.
The garden is huge and part is
covered and heated, though a basket
of blankets is provided so you can
keep warm in any weather.

Royal Blenheim .

13 St Ebbes Street OX1 1PT
@ 01865 242355
“B royalblenheim.co.uk
Open: 1100-2300 Mon-Tue; 1100-
2330 Wed-Thu; 1100-2400
Fri-Sat; 1000-2330 Sun
Food: 1130-1430; 1730-2000 Mon-
Fri; 1130-2000 Sat-Sun
Beer: White Horse Bitter, Village
Idiot, Wayland’s Smithy;
7 guest beers
Everards rescued this pub a few
years ago and have now leased it to
White Horse Brewery as their
brewery tap, and since then it has
gone from strength to strength. A full
range of White Horse beers is always
available, alongside one Everards’
beer and there are ten hand pumps,
so there are a number of guests; real
cider and a range of single malts is
also stocked. Rugby and American
sports are shown on the televisions,
usually without sound.

St Aldate’s Tavern

108 St Aldate’s OX1 1BU
@ 01865241185
“B staldatestavernoxford.co.uk
Open: 1130-2300 Mon-Wed; 1130-
2400 Thu-Fri; 1100-2400 Sat
1130-2300 Sun
Food: 1200-1500, 1800-2130 Mon-
Fri; 1200-21300 Sat; 1200-
1900 Sun
Beer: 6 changing guest
beers
Refurbished in 2012, this friendly pub
opposite the Town Hall features up to
six well-kept real ales with at least
two from local breweries such as XT
and Hook Norton. There is an
attractive function room upstairs
which is available to hire with its own
bar. The contemporary décor and an
excellent menu make this a very
popular and lively pub.

Slug & Lettuce @

1 Oxford Castle, New Road OX1 1AY

= 01865 260210

“B theoldtompub.co.uk

Open: 0900-2300 Mon-Thu; 0900-
0200 Fri-Sat; 0900-2230 Sun

Food: 0900-2130 daily

Beer: 2 guest beers

A new pub in Oxford, with a spacious

modern interior and external seating

on a roof terrace and in the forecourt

to the Oxford Castle development.

Two beers are usually available from

a selection of local breweries.

Swan & Castle @

Castle Street OX1 1AY

@ 01865 260690

“B jdwetherspoon.co.uk

Open: 0800-2400 Sun-Thu; 0800-
0100 Fri-Sat

Food: 0800-2200 daily

Beer: Adnams Boardside;
Greene King Ruddles Best
Bitter; Sharp’s Doom Bar;
6 guest beers

Oxford’s second Wetherspoon pub,

opened in December 2009 in the

castle development. A huge open

plan room is served by an equally

huge L-shaped bar; the overall

ambience is more of a hotel lounge.

There is a small external area with

patio seating.

Three Goats Heads

3a St Michael’'s Street OX1 2DR
@ 01865 721523
Open: 1200-2300 Mon-Sat; 1200-
2230 Sun
Food: 1200-1500, 1800-2100 Mon-
Fri; 1200-1600 Sat-Sun
Beer: Sam Smith’s Old Brewery
Bitter
Sam Smith’s only pub in Oxford was
opened in 1987 having been
converted from a pizza restaurant. It
is of a very unusual design, with
steps up from street level to an upper
bar, and steps down to the basement
bar. The bars are linked internally by
another staircase. As with all Smith’s
pubs, the drinks are keenly priced
and you won'’t spot any high street
brands, not even amongst the top
shelf spirits. Next door to the Oxford
Union.

Turf Tavern @

4 Bath Place OX1 1SU
@ 01865 243235
“B theturftavern.com
Open: 1100-1200 Mon-Sat; 1200-
2230 Sun
Food: 1100-2100 daily
Beer: Greene King IPA, Abbot
Ale, Morland Old Speckled
Hen; 8 guest beers
One of the most famous pubs in
Oxford, and yet one of the most
difficult to find - stand under the
Bridge of Sighs and you'll see the
sign, or you can access it via
Holywell Street down Bath Place
opposite the Holywell Music Rooms.
It's not actually as old as it might look
(it dates from the end of the 18th
century), nor is it as old as the city
wall that bounds the garden to the
south. There are several rooms with
two bars and 11 hand pumps in
total—the small, low-beamed front
room is the most atmospheric. The
pub is small, so most of the seating is
in the two covered garden areas and
a small patio area outside the front
door, all heated by braziers in winter.

Turl Street Kitchen

16-17 Turl Street OX1 3DH

@ 01865 264171

“B turlstreetkitchen.co.uk

Open: 0800-2400 Mon-Thu; 0800-
0100 Fri; 1100-2300 Sat;
0800-2400 Sun

Food: 1200-1430, 1800-2200 Mon-
Thu; 1200-1500, 1800-2200
Fri; 1200-1500, 1830-2200
Sat-Sun

Beer: Cotswold Turl Street Stout;
Rebellion IPA

Formerly the home of the QI club, the

Turl Street Kitchen opened in 2011.

Offers relaxed eating and drinking

with a focus on great local produce

and independent drinks makers.

Serving breakfast until 10am, coffee,

lunch and dinner.

Wheatsheaf

129 High Street OX1 4DF

@ 01865721156

“B myspace.com/wheatsheaf-music

Open: 1200-2300 Sun-Wed; 1200-
2400 Thu-Sat

Beer: Brakspear Oxford Gold;
Robinson’s Trooper;
Sharp’s Doom Bar;
Wychwood Hobgoblin,
Piledriver

Two-storey, well-established music

venue down an alleyway off the High,

and also accessible from Blue Boar

Street. The ground floor area is the

bar, with pool table, and the music

events are held upstairs. There is live

music every day during term time;

the jazz fans especially like the real

ale, so the number of beers has

increased.

White Horse

52 Broad Street OX1 3BB
@ 01865 204801
“B whitehorseoxford.co.uk
Open: 1100-2400 Mon-Sat; 1100-
2230 Sun
Food: 1100-2100 daily
Beer: Hook Norton Old Hooky;
Shotover Prospect; St
Austell Tribute; Timothy
Taylor Landlord; 1 guest
beer
A famous old Oxford pub, squeezed
in between the two entrances to the
Norrington Room of Blackwell’'s
bookshop, and opposite the
Sheldonian Theatre. Dating from the
16th century and grade Il listed
(though it has been modified over
time), it also claims to be Oxford’s
smallest pub. There are a couple of
seats outside for smokers, and the
entrance to the pub is down three
steps into a low, narrow room, with
panelled walls, a long bar, and
pictures of old University sporting
teams. At the rear is a tiny snug, a
raised area with one large table. The
size of the pub means it doesn’t take
many people to fill it, and it always
seems to be busy.

White Rabbit

21 Friars Entry OX1 2BY

@ 01865241177

“B whiterabbitpizza.com

Open: 1200-2400 daily

Food: 1200-2100 daily

Beer: White Horse Black Beauty,
Village Idiot; 1 guest beer

Formerly the Gloucester, this pub

has been brightened up and given a

thorough makeover. It now sells

three beers from local breweries, two

of them from White Horse. The pub is

noted for its home made pizzas

crafted by its Italian head chef, which

are available to take away.

Wig & Pen

9-13 George Street OX1 2AU

@ 01865 246906

“B gkpubs.co.uk

Open: 1000-2400 Mon-Thu; 1000-
0100 Fri-Sat; 1000-2300 Sun

Food: 1000-2000 Mon-Sat; 1000-
1900 Sun

Beer: Greene King IPA; 4 guest
beers

Large pub arranged over two floors;

the building used to be the Irish Linen

Store. Recently refurbished and now

sells a range of real ales.

For more information on CAMRA visit www.camra.org.uk

CAMRA’s guide to Real Ale in Oxford

Welcome to Oxford! We hope our map will be an invaluable guide to this fine city, not
just as a means for finding your way around, but also dirceting you towards some of
the city’s finest real ale pubs. We hope you enjoy your visit to Oxford.

What is CAMRA?

CAMPAIGN
FOR
REAL ALE

CAMRA, the Campaign for Real Ale, is an independent,
voluntary organisation campaigning for real ale, community
pubs and consumer rights. Founded in 1971, we now have
over 170,000 members worldwide. This map has been
produced by the Oxford Branch of CAMRA.

What is Real Ale?

; W Real ale is a natural product brewed using traditional
ingredients and left to mature in the cask (container) from
which it is served in the pub through a process called
secondary fermentation. It is this process which makes real
ale unique amongst beers and develops the wonderful tastes
and aromas which processed beers can never provide.

Many pubs and brewers use the term to describe their beers,
but, just to keep you confused, they are also called cask
beers, cask-conditioned ales or even real beer! In the pub the
huge majority of real ales are served using traditional hand-
pulls, rather than through modern fonts (see photo left). Real
ales may also be served direct from the cask.

In the pub information adjacent you will see the term “guest
beers”. Most pubs stock a number of beers permanently and
supplement these to give variety with ever-changing beers
from breweries across the United Kingdom. These are known
as “guest beers” and will give you the chance to try beers of
various styles and strengths. Most pubs will allow you to have
a taster of a beer before you buy to see if you like it.

. . | = 5 A %
Every effort has been made to ensure the contents of this map are correct at time of printing (July 2015). Nevertheless, the Publisher cannot
be held responsible for any errors or omissions, or for changes in any details given, or for the consequences of any reliance on the information
provided by the same. This does not affect your statutory rights. It is inevitable that some pubs and breweries will change their character
during the currency of this guide. If anything indicted in this guide is important to your visit you are advised to check with the pub beforehand.
© Oxford CAMRA 2015
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Complete the Direct Debit form and you will receive 15 months membership
for the price of 12 and a fantastic discount on your membership subscription.
Alternatively you can send a cheque payable to CAMRA Ltd with your completed form, visit
www.camra.org.uk/joinus or call 01727 867201. All forms should be addressed to the:

Membership Department, CAMRA, 230 Hatfield Road, St Albans, ALT 4LW.

Your Details

Title _____ Surname

Direct Debit MNeon DD

Single Membership €24 [ |  £26 []
(UK & EU)

Joint Membership £29.50 I:I £31.50 |:|
{Partner at the same address)

Forename(s)

Date of Birth {(dd/mm/fyyyy)
Addrass

For Young Member and other concessionary
rates please visit www.camra.org.uk or call
01727 867201,

| wish to join the Gampaign for Real Ale.
and agree to abide by the Memorandum and
Articles of Association

Postcode

Email address

Tel Nals)
Partner’s Details (if Joint Membership)

Title Surname

| enclose a cheque for

Signed— Date

Applications will be processad within 21 days

Forenamea(s)
Date of Birth {dd/mm/yyyy)

Email address {if different from main member}

Campaigning for Pub Goers
& Beer Drinkers

Enjoying Real Ale

s

o the Manager

( Service User Number
9 2(6[1 2] 9]

Address

FOR CAMPAIGH FOR REAL ALE LTD OFFICIAL USE ONLY |
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4-5 Bath Place, Oxford OX1 3SU
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Home-cooked food available daily

01865 243235

www.turftavern-oxford.co.uk

11 Park Lane, Woodstock OX20 1UD
Tel: 01993 812 164

North Parade Avenue, Oxford OX2 6LX
01865 510551 roseandcrownoxford.com




